Gentlemen,?In endeavouring to comply with your regulations, I have had much difficulty in finding a subject on which to address you ; and I think you will sympathise with me, when you consider how many men of eminence have addressed this Society on similar occasions during the last seventy-nine years, illustrating almost every subject of interest in medical science and biography with far more eloquence than I can pretend to. I trust, however, that the subject I have chosen will not appear unworthy your attention, and that you will make some allowance for my deficiencies.
The science of midwifery, which I wish to bring under your notice, is one of great interest, and is so ancient, that it seems to have commenced with the first race of mankind. And were Ave to estimate it according to its usefulness, we should consider it the most important branch of medicine ; because, while the others are subservient to the comforts and conveniences, or even the preservation of individual life, midwifery comprehends the care and management of the most helpless and amiable members of the community in circumstances of great trial, in which the life and wellbeing of at least two persons may be implicated. In short, on the due performance of the art of midwifery depends in a great measure the very existence of the human race in a civilised state.
This circumstance was well understood by Pharaoh, King of Egypt, who consulted the midwives when he Avished to diminish the power of the Israelites, and retain them under his subjection; and the reply of those excellent women is remarkable, as showing that the chosen people of God had the blessing of having easy and rapid labours, thus forming a striking distinction between them and the luxurious Egyptians. But midwifery is recommended to the Society on other grounds, having been the favourite subject of study, and having occupied much time and attention, of the celebrated Harvey, in honour of whose memory we are this day assembled. It therefore occurred to me that it would be a suitable and acceptable subject for consideration on this occasion ; and I only regret that it has not fallen into the hands of some one better able than I a? to do it justice.
It would occupy more time than is allowed me, were I to give a full or satisfactory history of midwifery. I shall, therefore, confine my remarks to a brief account of it as it existed at the time of Harvey, and hurriedly trace its progress to its present high state of perfection ; in the course of which I shall refer to some of those authors who became eminent in its practice, and to whom ft is more particularly indebted for its great improvement.
Previous to the time of Harvey, midwifery made no progress as an art, and attracted little of the attention of physicians in this country, as then, and for many years after, it was exclusively in the hands of midwives, who are represented to have been an ignorant, selfish, and presumptuous class, who would rather sacrifice the life of their patient than admit their inability to deliver her; and they never sent for assistance when they could 
